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La nuova forza di reazione rapida dell’Alleanza atlantica ha avviato le prime esercitazioni sul terreno in Polonia. Dal 9
al 19 giugno, 2100 soldati con a disposizione oltre 200 carri armati hanno dato il via alla fase centrale del piano di
miglioramento della reattività delle forze militari lanciato lo scorso autunno.

“Abbiamo bisogno di forze pronte e preparate e anche di procedure decisionali veloci per essere in grado di rispondere
alle minacce, alle sfide, in brevissimo tempo”, speiga il segretario generale, Jens Stoltenberg.

Inizialmente composta da 13.000 soldati, secondo le previsioni di Stoltenberg la forza di reazione rapida
dellaNATO arriverà a contare fino a 40.000 effettivi.

Tre questi verrà addestrata una brigata speciale di 5.000 soldati, sostenuti da forze aeree e marittime, pronti ad essere
operativi in 48 ore.

La cosiddetta Forza di reazione Spearhead ha a disposizione 6 centri di comando – distribuiti lungo il fianco orientale
della NATO – composti ciascuno da 50 agenti.

La riforma della operatività della Nato si inserisce in un contesto di forte tensione con la Russia che, al contrario
dell’Alleanza atlantica, ha aumentato la propria spesa militare negli ultimi 10 anni.

“Gli investimenti complessivi destinati alla Nato dovrebbero scendere dell’1,5% nel 2015 – ha aggiunto Jens
Stoltenberg – Quindi dobbiamo fare di più per aumentare gli investimenti nella nostra difesa perché le minacce alla
nostra sicurezza sono aumentate”.

L’obiettivo della Nato è quello di incoraggiare i 28 Paesi membri a destinare il 2% del loro PIL alla difesa in 10 anni.
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Nel 2014, solo quattro Paesi, Stati Uniti, Regno Unito, Estonia e Grecia hanno raggiunto quest’obiettivo, mentre la
Polonia si appresta a farlo nel 2015.

I problemi operativi della Nato non sono solo economici, ma anche burocratici. L’alleanza non può prendere decisioni
politiche rapide per dispiegare le sue forze e ha bisogno dell’approvazione di tutti i 28 Stati membri per avviare
un’azione militare. Le Costituzioni di Italia e Germania, ad esempio, prevedono il via libera del parlamento per
dispiegare le truppe.
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NATO to triple size of reaction force

Updated 0145 GMT (0845 HKT) June 25, 2015

By Pierre Meilhan and Steve Almasy, CNN

Story highlights

NATO Response Force has 13,000 troops, will
increase to 40,000

Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg says the
alliance isn't playing Cold War-like games

U.S. is committing armor to be based in six
NATO-affiliated nations

(CNN)NATO announced late Wednesday it will
triple the capacity of its Response Force to
40,000 troops.

"We have just taken another step forward in
adapting NATO to our changed and more
challenging security environment," Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said in Brussels,
Belgium.

In light of Russia's involvement in eastern
Ukraine and Moscow's recent decision to
upgrade its military, including its nuclear

arsenal, NATO is "carefully assessing the implications of what Russia is doing, including its
nuclear activities," Stoltenberg said.

Stoltenberg also said the alliance is "working on how to deal with hybrid threats, including
through close cooperation with the European Union," the organization said.

The Response Force currently has 13,000 troops and a new Very High Readiness Joint
Task Force -- also known as the Spearhead Force -- will have 5,000 troops.

NATO isn't engaging in Cold War-style tactics, Stoltenberg said.

"We do not seek confrontation, and we do not want a new arms race," he added.

Threats abounding, NATO chief decries low defense
spending09:07

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/06/24/world/nato-troops/#
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The multinational alliance has been conducting several military exercises recently. One took
place last week in Sweden, and Russia's foreign ministry on Monday accused NATO
countries of "sliding into a new military confrontation with destructive consequences."

About the same time, Russian President
Vladimir Putin announced the addition of 40
intercontinental ballistic missiles to Russia's
nuclear arsenal.

New small HQs

NATO also will set up six headquarters in
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and
Romania. They will employ about 40 people
each. A Joint Logistics Headquarters, to help
manage the rapid movement of forces, will be
established.

The U.S. military will position dozens of tanks, Bradley armored fighting vehicles and self-
propelled howitzers in those six nations, Defense Secretary Ash Carter said Tuesday. Carter
said the equipment will be moved around Europe for training and exercises.

One analyst, retired Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, said the size of the armor deployment Carter
announced Tuesday showed it was more symbolic than strategic.

During the Cold War, the United States had the same amount of armor, a brigade, stationed

Putin to add 40 ballistic missiles to
nuclear arsenal 02:07
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in just one small part of what was then West Germany, said Kimmitt, the former military
assistant to the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe.

"We are now talking about taking one brigade
combat team and splitting it among these six
countries. That should hardly be seen as a
threat to Russia," Kimmitt said.

But the symbolism was important, he said.

"We're sending a message of assurance to our
NATO allies. We have obligations, under the
NATO treaty, to defend those countries if
attacked. I think those countries in the region
are going to be welcoming the positioning of
these -- this equipment into their countries,"
Kimmitt said.

U.S. to send tanks to Europe to
counter Russia 02:15
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A Victory Over the Islamic State in Libya
JUNE 24, 2015 - 4:00 PMBY MOHAMED ELJARH

The international community is rightly worried about the spread of the Islamic State and its ideology.

The fact that IS forces have even managed to take hold in Libya, so far afield from the group’s original

strongholds in Syria and Iraq, has been a source of considerable anxiety.

Yet over the past two weeks IS forces in Libya have suffered a shattering defeat — and the outside

world has barely paid attention. The lack of coverage undoubtedly reflects the lack of reliable news

media on the ground. But it could also have something to do with the fact that the news isn’t entirely

good. As it turns out, an IS defeat doesn’t necessarily mean that the good guys are winning.

On June 9, fighting broke out in the eastern city of Derna between IS fighters and the forces of the

Mujahideen Shura Council (DMSC), a militia linked to Al Qaeda. The clashes broke out after IS

militants killed one of DMSC’s leaders. In one day, the DMSC fighters rose up and expelled IS from the

city, forcing them to retreat to their hideouts in the remote Green Mountains.

These developments are important for several reasons. First, the city witnessed something of a popular

uprising against the Islamic State. Unarmed people, angered by the alien and repressive practices IS

has implemented in the city since it seized power last year, took to the streets in protest. As was

perhaps to be expected, given the group’s zero tolerance for peaceful opposition, IS fighters opened fire

on the crowd, killing at least seven and wounding more than 30. According to my own conversations

with sources in Derna, the ensuing confrontations lasted for several days. In the end the DMSC

effectively joined forces with the Libyan National Army, which is loyal to the internationally

recognized Libyan government. The Army targeted Islamic State positions with air strikes. The tacit

alliance between these two sides, otherwise mutually hostile, would have been unthinkable if it wasn’t

for IS.
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For now, the clear winners in this tragic episode are the people of Derna. Some of the policies imposed

by IS throughout the last year have been revoked and a sense of normalcy is returning to the city.

Banks are reopening, local radio stations are back on air, cigarettes shops are opening doors again, and

young people are blasting loud music as they drive around the city. Over the last few days in Tobruk, I

spoke with a number of displaced families from Derna, and they all told me that they’re eagerly

planning to go home. All these are positive and welcome developments.

Even so, the picture is not quite as rosy as it might seem. Derna still faces serious obstacles on the way

to a sustainable peace. The first problem is that it remains under the control of yet another Islamist

militia. Despite enjoying support from the local population in its fight against the Islamic State, the

DMSC also has an extremist agenda that includes gender segregation in schools and public places and

the establishment of sharia courts. The people of Derna have regained some of their old freedoms as a

result of the Islamic State’s expulsion, but even those who supported the DMSC in its fight against IS

worry that the city’s new rulers might implement restrictive policies of their own.

It’s worth noting that the DMSC allowed IS to flourish in the city under their watch, and only decided

to confront them when the other militants attacked their leaders. Nor did the DMSC do anything to

stop the Islamic State’s terror tactics, which included public executions, the beheading of activists, and

even the crucifixion of a local family. The DMSC have already started taking steps to consolidate their

rule by announcing their intention to form a local authority that will run the city’s affairs.

The people of Derna seem to have chosen to back the lesser of two evils for the time being. The big

question now is whether local people are prepared to defy the DMSC the same way they did the Islamic

State — particularly if the forces of the Libyan Army, which sides with the internationally recognized

government based in Tobruk, make a move to capture the city. Ben Hmaida, a 30-year-old activist in

Derna, told me over the phone that “people will side with the army if the DMSC seeks to impose its own

agenda and ideology on the people of Derna like ISIS did.” The city is currently surrounded by

National Army troops, who have taken advantage of the clashes between the two Islamist groups to

advance on the city.

http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/05/islamic-state-social-policies-arent-exactly-a-hit-with-libyan-libya-derna-child-brides-women/
http://www.libyaherald.com/2015/04/21/is-crucifies-family-in-derna/#axzz3dnMmCEQr
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Despite the recent cooperation between the National Army and the DMSC, as well as local peace

initiatives currently being pushed led by tribal leaders, the possibility of a fresh armed confrontation is

highly likely. Yet another wave of fighting would be devastating for the people of the city. The DMSC

have said publicly that they do not oppose the creation of an army or police force inside Derna, but

they do insist on the application of strict sharia rules, including gender segregation, extremely

restrictive policies on women’s rights and family law, and a ban on interest-based bank loans.

And then there’s the looming possibility of IS retaliation. In February, Islamic State forces carried out

suicide bombings in the town of Qubba, not far from Derna, that killed more than 45 people in

response to joint Egyptian-Libyan airstrikes against IS positions in Derna. It’s above all the fear of a

new wave of IS reprisals that is leading people in the city to tolerate the presence of DMSC. Yet during

our conversation, Ben Hmaida noted that Derna citizens don’t want to repeat their past mistakes: “If

we allow the extremists to remain in control, we could see a repeat of the vicious circle of violence and

instability that has engulfed the city for the last four years.”

Truly sustainable peace and stability require the creation of a state-sanctioned force to protect the city

from any threats from groups such as IS. After that, the internationally recognized government in

Tobruk or a future Government of National Accord (as recently proposed by United Nations mediators)

would help to set up a local administration to run the affairs of the city and bring it back under state

control. Most importantly, the Libyan authorities and international organizations should work to

create an environment in which civil society organizations can flourish, a key precondition for

countering extremist ideology. Defeating the extremists and establishing conditions conducive to

stability in Derna would send a welcome signal for positive change to the rest of Libya.

In the photo, pro-government forces are deployed near Derna on June 16, 2015.

Photo credit: REUTERS/Stringer
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In August 2012, the Burmese government announced that it was abolishing the system of censorship

that had been in place, more or less uninterrupted, for the previous half century. The period since then

has witnessed a remarkable flowering of expression. Newspapers, magazines, and broadcast outlets

have proliferated, and journalists have subjected hitherto taboo topics to close public scrutiny.

Over the past few months, however, the tide seems to be turning for Burma’s newly self-assertive press.

Reporters are complaining of growing pressure from the authorities. Journalists are landing in jail or

facing lawsuits from disgruntled officials. Earlier this week, the human rights organization Amnesty

International published a report that describes a “climate of fear” that was leading many members of

the media to exercise “self-censorship” rather than face reprisals for reporting on sensitive topics.

The reason for the deteriorating climate is clear. This upcoming November Burma’s citizens will be

taking part in their first national election since the country’s leaders embarked on a cautious

democratization process four years ago. Officials are clearly spooked. As Amnesty notes in its report,

the Burmese authorities are “intensifying restrictions on media as the country approaches crucial

national elections” by “using threats, harassment and imprisonment to stifle independent journalists

and outlets.”

Consider the latest evidence of escalating tensions between government and the press. On May 27, the

Burmese Parliament announced that it was expelling journalists from the media room overlooking the

chamber of the assembly. Kyaw Soe, the director-general of the parliament, said that reporters would

only be permitted to follow parliamentary debates via a TV screen in the corridor outside of the

chamber.
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The measures were intended as official retribution for some deeply unflattering coverage. Reporters

had published video of members of parliament sleeping during official sessions. Several of those

caught in the act were military officers — people apparently accustomed to more deferential treatment

in a country that has endured decades of harsh military rule. The journalists also caught

representatives of the military leaning over to press voting buttons for their absent comrades — a clear

violation of parliamentary protocol.

“It’s very obvious that military MPs cheated in parliamentary votes. Anyone who breaks the voting

rules should be punished,” said Myint Kyaw, Secretary of the Myanmar Journalists Network. “There’s

nothing wrong with the media. Our responsibility is to let people know what happens in the country,

including the parliament. Our job is to provide for transparency and accountability.” Parliamentary

officials apparently don’t agree. Just to add insult to injury, they declared that they would no longer

provide journalists with advance copies of the legislative schedule, leaving them in the dark.

Reporters have been feeling the heat for some time now. Over the past few months, the authorities

have thrown 12 journalists in jail, of whom 10 remain imprisoned. Five were sentenced on national

security charges after reporting on a secret military factory, while another five were jailed for

“defaming the state” after publishing false reports about domestic politics. Some have received jail

sentences of up to ten years, including hard labor.

In October of last year, freelance reporter Aung Kyaw Naing was detained and killed by government

troops while he was covering fighting between the Burmese army and a rebel group in Mon State, in

the south of the country. “Even though the censorship board was abolished in September 2012, it

would seem that reporting about the military is still a highly sensitive topic in Burma,” said Myint

Kyaw.

The government in Naypyidaw also exerts pressure on journalist through lawsuits. Late last year

Burma’s Ministry of Information sued two of the leading independent media companies in the country

after they published reports on official corruption.
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According to Eleven Media, one of the companies named in the suit, the Burmese government

subsequently launched a fresh lawsuit against them earlier this month for the offense of — wait for it

— reporting on the trial against them. “The Ministry of Information named all 17 members of our

editorial staff in the suit,” said Nay Htun Naing, an executive editor at the company. “The government

is clearly trying to squeeze freedom of press in the country ahead of the elections in November.”

The current crackdown makes for a stark contrast with 2012, when the government allowed a

parliamentary by-election that resulted in a dramatic victory for opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi

and her party, the National League for Democracy (NLD). But that election, as dramatic as it was,

allowed merely a handful of opposition representatives to enter parliament, a largely symbolic

measure that had little effect on the real balance of power in the assembly. Even so, the NLD’s

landslide victory brought home to the once-omnipotent generals the potential political influence of an

unleashed press: they were shocked by their failure to influence the results, even at a time when the

censorship board was still officially in existence. This time around the stakes are much higher, and the

country’s still-entrenched political establishment is clearly unwilling to leave matters to chance.

Perhaps most importantly of all, Burma itself may have changed, but the mindsets of many of the

people at the top have not. Those who ruled the country for so long still clearly tend to view the media

reflexively as “enemies of the state.” Speaking anonymously, a well-connected government official

involved in the ongoing peace talks with ethnic rebels said that many government officials view the

uncensored media as “far too critical and pessimistic” for their taste. For many members of the current

administration, he said, “the media are enemy number one.”

Photo credit: Soe Than WIN/AFP/Getty Images
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MIDDLE EAST

Saudi Bombing Only Fans Yemen’s
Flames
By SHUAIB ALMOSAWA and BEN HUBBARD JUNE 24, 2015

SANA, Yemen — For nearly three months, Saudi Arabia, along with its

allies, has been bombing Yemen, its southern neighbor, hoping to force the

retreat of Shiite rebels who have seized major cities and to return the

country’s president from the Saudi guest mansion where he lives to the

presidential palace.

So far, it has not worked. The rebels, known as the Houthis, have

gained ground, more than 2,600 people have been killed, and aid groups

have blamed the Saudiled bombing and limits on maritime traffic for

exacerbating a humanitarian crisis in Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest

country.

With the failure of talks last week in Geneva to establish even a short

term ceasefire, it increasingly appears that Saudi Arabia lacks a realistic

strategy to end the war, according to analysts and Yemenis interviewed in

different parts of the country. In fact, many of them said Saudi intervention

had made matters worse, expanding the violence while making resolution

even harder to achieve.

“It is very clear that the Saudis did not do their homework before they

went into Yemen,” said Farea alMuslimi, a Yemeni visiting scholar at the

Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, Lebanon. “They thought it would be

really easy, but it has not turned out that way.”

Instead, Saudi Arabia and the coalition it is leading have added an

international dimension to what analysts said had essentially been a
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domestic conflict, while also prompting frequent attacks on Saudi Arabia’s

southern border and creating space for extremists to expand.

There is much riding on the outcome for the United States, which has

provided the Saudis with advice on targets and has watched with dismay as

the number of civilian casualties has risen. Yemen is home to the branch of

Al Qaeda long considered the most dangerous to the West, and the jihadists

of the Islamic State, new to the country, claimed a number of deadly attacks

last week in Sana, the capital.

But the stakes are higher for Saudi Arabia, which must defend a long

and rugged border with Yemen and could find itself embroiled in a

protracted, costly war at a time when falling oil prices have strained the

country’s finances.

In an interview on Monday, Brig. Gen. Ahmed Asiri, a spokesman for

the Saudiled coalition, defended its progress, saying that the bombing had

degraded the Houthis’ military strength and destroyed many of their heavy

weapons while helping Yemen’s president, Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi,

build a government in exile.

“We shouldn’t be in a hurry,” General Asiri said, adding that the United

States, NATO and others had worked for more than a decade to try to set up

a stable government in Afghanistan.

He also blamed the Houthis for the country’s civilian deaths.

“The Houthis are controlling the ground,” he said, “and if you are

fighting among civilians, having your checkpoints everywhere, you will

come up with this kind of casualties.”

Since the Saudiled bombing campaign began on March 25, Saudi

leaders have stated many objectives, including weakening the Houthis,

forcing them to withdraw from captured territory and reestablishing the

government of Mr. Hadi, who fled the country by boat in March. But the

complex mix of fighters on the ground has stymied those goals.

The conflict began with the collapse of a transition plan put in place

after an Arab Spring uprising led to the removal of President Ali Abdullah

Saleh in 2012.

Opposed to parts of the plan, the Houthis pushed out of their

strongholds in the northwest and seized territory including Sana, reaching
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Aden in the south before Saudi bombs slowed their progress. The Houthis

adhere to an offshoot of Shiite Islam known as Zaydism and had battled the

Yemeni state off and on for years.

While some Houthis seek to participate in the political process, others

are driven by a messianic zeal and speak of sacking Jerusalem and Mecca,

Saudi Arabia, exacerbating fears in that country. Their fighters often chant,

“Death to Israel, death to America,” sometimes also cursing Jews and Saudi

Arabia.

Speaking from a hospital bed in Sana where he was recovering from

wounds sustained during an airstrike, Ahmad Haza, a Houthi fighter,

described all of his group’s enemies as terrorists who needed to be defeated

by his group, also known as Ansar Allah, or Supporters of God.

He expressed no regret about the group’s siege of Aden, nor its shelling

of civilian neighborhoods. “Moving forward, moving forward,” he said.

“Ansar Allah never backs off.”

Fighting alongside the Houthis and essential to their military progress

are large parts of the Yemeni Army loyal to Mr. Saleh, who seek to regain

power.

The antiHouthi forces are even more diverse, containing Yemeni Army

units, armed tribes, secessionists seeking independence for southern Yemen

and Islamic hardliners, including Al Qaeda, which has embedded itself in

the militant landscape. Many share nothing other than their hatred of the

Houthis. Few are loyal to Mr. Hadi, and some even oppose Saudi Arabia,

despite its air support against their enemies.

“I was happy at the beginning because they would strike the Houthis on

the front lines,” said Mohammed alZuari, a southern separatist fighter. But

then, he said, a Saudi airstrike killed 16 of his men. Mr. Zuari did not care

for Mr. Hadi, he said, but he was fighting to defend his region against

“invaders.”

Saudi leaders have portrayed the Houthis as an Iranian proxy force

similar to Hezbollah in Lebanon and have presented their campaign as a

strike against Iranian influence in the Middle East.

That has become, in some ways, a selffulfilling prophecy, analysts said.

Mr. Muslimi, the Yemeni scholar, said Iran had not originally invested
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much in the Houthis, but considered them “the cheapest middle finger it

could give to Saudi Arabia.”

Since the campaign began, however, Iran has increased its support and

Shiite movements in Lebanon and Iraq have adopted the Houthis as

brothers in arms.

“I believe that if the Yemenis are left to their own devices, they can

negotiate a way out of this,” said Stephen A. Seche, a former American

ambassador to Yemen. “But with all these other powers mucking about, that

becomes very difficult.”

The Houthis, too, have contributed to the humanitarian crisis. They

have besieged civilian areas, and their advance caused the collapse of

government services many Yemenis depend on.

But in choosing to fight the Houthis with air power alone, the Saudis

may have picked an unwinnable fight while drawing the ire of suffering

Yemenis.

“In some ways, all the Houthis have to do is survive to win,” said April

Longley Alley, an analyst with the International Crisis Group. “And they are

not only surviving, they are expanding.”

Since destroying many of the Houthis’ obvious military targets,

coalition jets have begun bombing their enemies’ homes, and near daily

airstrikes for weeks on end have caused widespread destruction in the

Houthis’ homeland in Saada Province.

“We often have mass casualties,” said Hassan Boucenine, the head of

mission for Doctors Without Borders in Yemen, which supports medical

facilities in the area. “The airstrikes are terrifying the population.”

Coalition controls on maritime traffic have kept most commercial

goods out of Yemen, causing spikes in food prices and fuel shortages that

have shut down hospitals and stranded ambulances. Malnutrition is

spreading, as are outbreaks of malaria and dengue fever, with fewer

international organizations operating in the country to help local medics.

“We need more humanitarian actors to come in,” Mr. Boucenine said.

If the fighting does not stop, he added, the humanitarian crisis “is not going

to be manageable by anyone.”

The daily deprivations in Yemen were shared with Security Council
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diplomats by the special United Nations mediator, Ismail Ould Cheikh

Ahmed, at a briefing on Wednesday in New York. He said that the country

was bordering on famine and that polio could make a comeback. Mr. Ould

Cheikh Ahmed also said he continued to push for a truce.

But he said the Saudiled coalition insisted on two things first: the

withdrawal of Houthis from strategic cities and monitors on the ground, to

ensure that a truce is not broken. The Houthis, he said, have not agreed to

withdraw, arguing that extremists would step into the breach.

The war has turned many Yemenis against their northern neighbors.

Fatoom Anam was at a celebration with other women last month in

Sana when a Saudi strike on a munitions dump in the Mount Nuqum

neighborhood caused an enormous blast.

“We heard explosions and looked out the window to see Nuqum

bursting with fire,” she said from a hospital bed in Sana.

A living room wall soon collapsed on her, causing her to miscarry and

killing four children and one woman in the building.

“God will sort it out with whoever is responsible,” she said.

Shuaib Almosawa reported from Sana, and Ben Hubbard from Beirut,

Lebanon. Kareem Fahim contributed reporting from London, Saeed AlBatati

from Al Mukalla, Yemen, and Somini Sengupta from the United Nations.

A version of this article appears in print on June 25, 2015, on page A1 of the New York edition
with the headline: Saudi Bombing in Yemen Is Seen as Only Fanning the Flames .
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Aid Groups Are Ill Equipped for Refugee
Influx, Executive Says
By RICK GLADSTONE JUNE 24, 2015

The displacement of nearly 60 million people driven from their homes by

war, mayhem and persecution reflects longterm shifts that global

humanitarian organizations are ill equipped to handle, David Miliband, the

leader of the International Rescue Committee, said Wednesday.

“We have to reposition for a world where the trends that we’re seeing

are not going to be reversed,” said Mr. Miliband, the former foreign

secretary of Britain and a prominent figure in that country’s Labour Party.

He said those trends included a fundamental tumult in the Islamic

world, rising sectarianism in religious and political identities among both

rich and poor nations, and deepening divisions in international politics.

Commenting on the scale of the global exodus, as reported by the

United Nations refugee agency last week, Mr. Miliband said people being

“displaced by persecution and conflict is a trend and not a blip.”

Mr. Miliband made the comments in an interview with the editorial

board of The New York Times, during which he asserted that “the forces

that have driven this spike in mass deportation and displacement are not

shortterm.”

An outspoken leader in the world of humanitarian aid, Mr. Miliband

said that despite the heroism of emergency responders in the conflicts in

Syria, Iraq, South Sudan and Ukraine, to name a few, there was a growing

gap between the needs of victims and the aid they were receiving.

In an essay published in the JulyAugust issue of Foreign Affairs, which
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Mr. Miliband wrote with Ravi Gurumurthy, a vice president of the

International Rescue Committee, they said amounts pledged to address

crises now regularly failed to reach 40 percent of the goals set by the United

Nations. While more money is obviously needed, they wrote, it must also be

used more efficiently.

Mr. Miliband was appointed president and chief executive of the

International Rescue Committee two years ago, moving from London to

New York, where it is based. The organization, a leader in emergency

assistance for more than 80 years, works in more than 40 countries. It is

often among the first to respond to unfolding disasters with emergency

water, health care and cash.

Under his leadership, the organization’s annual budget has grown to

$670 million from $450 million, Mr. Miliband said, and the organization is

managing 684 government grants.

“We’re growing fast because the misery is growing fast,” he said.
A version of this article appears in print on June 25, 2015, on page A6 of the New York edition
with the headline: Global Shifts Pose Challenge To Aid Groups .
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Islamic State suffers losses in provincial home of the
‘caliphate’
BY THOMAS JOSCELYN | June 24, 2015 | tjoscelyn@gmail.com |@thomasjoscelyn

Over the past two days, Kurdish forces and other rebel factions have seized a town and a
military base from the Islamic State in its home province of Raqqa. As they have advanced on
the seat of the so-called “caliphate,” the anti-Islamic State forces have been backedby
US airstrikes.

In a statement released on its web site, the YPG (or People’s Defense Units) announced that
the town of Ain Issa has been “liberated” from the Islamic State. Ain Issa is just 50
kilometers, or roughly 30 miles, north of Raqqa.

The YPG says the “fresh assault operation” began on June 22, and involved the “combined
forces of the People’s/Women’s Defense Units (YPG/YPJ),” as well as “fighters from the
Burkan al-Firat (Euphrates Volcano – FSA).”

The “FSA” is the Free Syrian Army. The YPJ (or Women’s Protection Units) is the YPG’s
female brigade. The YPG/YPJ is affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), which
has been designated as a terrorist organization by the US government.

This same alliance of forces drove the Islamic State out of Kobaneearlier this year.

In a separate statement, the YPG says it has begun “final mop-up operations,” including
“[m]ine-clearing and search operations…in and around Ain Issa.”

The advance on Ain Issa and its surrounding areas was launched just weeks after the Islamic
State lost control of the town of Tal Abyad, which resides on Syria’s border with Turkey.
Kurdish and other rebel forces have worked their way south from the border town towards
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Ain Issa in the days since.

In addition to Ain Issa, the anti-Islamic State coalition captured the Liwa 93 military base,
which is nearby.

Shervan Derwish, who is the official spokesman for the FSA’s Burkan al-Firat (or “Euphrates
Volcano”), has posted several images from inside the base on his own official Twitter feed
and Facebook page. One such photo can be seen at the top of this article.

The Raqqah Revolutionaries Brigade (RRB), which fights against both the Islamic State and
the Syrian regime, has posted updates on the fighting since the beginning of the week. In the
past, the RRB had been associated with the Al Nusrah Front, al Qaeda’s official branch in
Syria, but the two sides failed to formalize their partnership.

On June 22, the RRB announced on its official Twitter feed that the Liwa 93 base had “been
liberated completely from DA’ISH’s [the Islamic State’s] mercenaries” and that its fighters
were “advancing” on Ain Issa.

Follow up tweets by the RRB’s propaganda arm purport to show an
Islamic State fighter who was killed on the “outskirts” of Ain Issa,
as well as arms and land mines captured from Baghdadi’s
organization. The RRB says the weapons and explosives were
stored in civilian residences. The YPG has posted similar photos on
its official Facebook page. The images show dozens of landmines
that were reportedly recovered.

A photo of some of the recovered weapons can be seen on the
right.

Still another tweet contains a map trumpeting the fighters’ close
proximity to the city of Raqqa. And in a previous post on June 18,
the RRB posted a picture of an empty white cage, saying it was
among the “remnants” of the Islamic State’s presence in the areas of the northern part of the
Raqqa province it has lost.

The Kurds and allied FSA fighters are now moving to consolidate their control over northern
Raqqa province. According to Reuters, a spokesman for the YPG says that an attack on the
city of Raqqa itself is not immediately planned. For now, it appears that the Islamic State’s
opposition intends to continue seizing vital infrastructure, including checkpoints along a key
highway, in a bid to squeeze Baghdadi’s men.

It remains to be seen, however, if the Kurdish-led forces will continue advancing south, or if
the Islamic State will be able to counter the offensive with a new push north.

Either way, the “caliphate” does not control the entire province of Raqqa. Given that the
Islamic State’s claim to rule is based, in large part, on the idea that it is “remaining and
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expanding,” its recent territorial losses are clearly problematic.
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Isis displace three million in Iraq
By Jack Moore 6/24/15 at 2:35 PM

FILED UNDER: Conflict

More than three million people have been displaced by Isis's march
across Iraq, with the group capturing key towns in the country's
northern and western regions, according to the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM).

The migration body revealed that 3.09 million people have been
displaced by the threat posed by the terror group in 18 Iraqi
provinces between the beginning of 2014 and 4 June this year.

The agency revealed that the most displaced Iraqis emanated from
Anbar, the province where Isis captured the capital, Ramadi, last
month after sleeper cells and double agents helped to turn the tide
against the Iraqi security forces.

Try Newsweek: subscription offers

It said that more than 275,000 people left the province in the space
of less than three months, between April and mid-June, with 45%

Displaced Sunni people, who fled the violence in the city of Ramadi, arrive at the outskirts of Baghdad, April 17,
2015. REUTERS/Stringer
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fleeing to the capital, Baghdad. More than two and half million of
the total displaced within Iraq came from Anbar, Nineveh and
Salahuddin.

The newly-released figures come as Isis spokesman Abu
Mohammed al-Adnani announced an amnesty for Iraqis who battled
against the terror group in Anbar province and have since fled the
province.

"Oh people of Anbar, return to your homes and go back to your
people," he said in an audio message posted online.

Adnani also called for more Muslims to carry out acts of jihad
during the holy Islamic month of Ramadan, saying: "The best acts
that bring you closer to God are jihad, so hurry to it and make sure
to carry out the invasion this holy month and be exposed to
martyrdom in it."

Sajad Jiyad, Iraq expert and director of research at independent
consultancy Integrity, says that Isis' offer of amnesty for Sunni
citizens of Anbar is an attempt to divert attention from a lack of
success on the battlefield in Syria, where they have lost a key town
to Kurdish forces this week, and Iraq where they are under pressure
from increased US assistance to Baghdad.

"Isis are under a lot of pressure. The spokesman's message, timed
with the video of that execution, is trying to deflect attention away
from the fact that they are struggling on the battlefield," he says,
speaking from Baghdad. "Things are not going well for them in
Syria and in Iraq I think the pressure is on them too."

"In Anbar, the tribes are key to the battle so if Isis can sway the
tribes by any means, whether it is intimidation, whether it is
coercion, or offering them amnesty, they will go for it," he adds.
"But, I don't think it is going to be effective. The fact that they have
executed so many Sunni prisoners means that no one is reassured
that they will live up to these promises."

In addition to the offer of amnesty, the terror group also extended a
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"last chance" to Iraqi security forces and tribesmen battling the
group in Anbar, west of the capital, Baghdad, to "repent" and
surrender their weapons.

The loss of Ramadi, the capital of Anbar province, dealt a
significant blow to Iraqi prime minister Haider al-Abadi's mission to
oust the terror group from the country. Iraqi forces have been forced
to spread out as they battle Isis in western Iraq and northern Iraq,
another factor which has almost certainly delayed a projected spring
offensive on Mosul to 2016.
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Kurdish militia wants Syrian rebels to lead
attack on Islamic State HQ
24 GIUGNO 2015 BY ANDREA SPADA

A Kurdish militia leading an attack on Islamic State strongholds in Syria so far has no plan to extend the

assault to the group’s de facto capital of Raqqa city, and such an advance should be led by Syrian rebels, a

Kurdish leader said on Wednesday.

The comments by Saleh Moslem, leader of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), indicated there is no imminent

offensive on Raqqa city by the Kurdish-led forces that have made swift gains against the jihadists backed by

U.S.-led air strikes.

Backed by smaller Syrian rebel groups, the Kurdish YPG militia moved to within 50 km (30 miles) of Raqqa

city on Tuesday with the capture of the town of Ain Issa in northern Syria, backed by U.S.-led air strikes.

Driven from areas north of Raqqa, Islamic State was reported to be reinforcing its positions near the city on

Wednesday, digging trenches and bringing in truck loads of weapons.

But Moslem, whose party holds sway in Syria’s Kurdish areas, said it was up to rebel groups fighting with the

YPG to decide on any advance on Raqqa itself.

“We spoke to the YPG leadership. They don’t have a plan towards Raqqa so far. This (decision) is linked to

the revolutionary forces in Raqqa,” Moslem said in a telephone interview.

“When they are ready to free Raqqa, to liberate it, perhaps the YPG will decide to support them. But the YPG

have not made a decision in this regard so far,” he said.

The YPG has emerged as the only notable partner on the ground to date for the U.S.-led alliance bombing

Islamic State in Syria, and has fought several successful campaigns against the jihadists with air support.
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Moslem’s comments indicate the well-organised YPG’s reluctance to venture far beyond Kurdish areas to

attack Islamic State in parts of Syria where Arabs are in the majority: the YPG’s stated aim is to defend the

Kurdish areas.

SYRIAN KURDS SAY DO NOT WANT SEPARATE COUNTRY

The Obama administration has touted Kurdish-led advances as a model for the U.S.-backed effort to roll

back the jihadist group. A U.S. plan to train and equip the “moderate” opposition to fight the jihadists is

stumbling.

The capture of Tel Abyad at the Turkish border last week severed an important Islamic State supply route.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which monitors the war, said Islamic State had called in

reinforcements of 100 truckload of weapons and ammunition which it was believed to be deploying at a

military base on the Raqqa outskirts.

YPG spokesman Redur Xelil told Reuters the Kurds had received information that Islamic State had “begun

digging trenches in the vicinity of Raqqa to improve their defences”.

Some Syrian opposition activists have accused the YPG of driving Arabs and Turkmen from areas taken over

in the latest advance – an accusation of ethnic cleansing echoed by the Turkish government but vehemently

denied by the YPG.

The Observatory says it has not recorded any systematic abuse of human rights by the advancing YPG

forces, though there have been some individual cases.

The capture of Tel Abyad linked up two of the autonomous Kurdish zones in northern Syria, fuelling Turkish

concerns about Kurdish separatism in Syria that could encourage its own Kurdish minority.

The Syrian Kurds say they do not want a separate state, but that their model of regional autonomy should be

the basis for an eventual solution to the Syria war.

More than 23,000 people fled into Turkey from Syria as the Kurdish-led advance approach Tel Abyad, and

thousands more have reportedly fled to Raqqa city from the advancing YPG-led forces.

Moslem said claims of ethnic cleansing aimed at igniting Arab-Kurdish strife and would not succeed, adding

that returning the displaced to their homes was a priority for the YPG.
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REUTERS/Rodi Said

Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) fighters stand on armored vehicles as they
travel through the village of Tel Khanzir, after they took control of the area from Islamic
State fighters, in the western countryside of Ras al-Ain May 28, 2015.

ISIS is facing one of its most serious
setbacks yet

JEREMY BENDER
JUN. 24, 2015, 10:03 PM

ISIS is currently facing one of its greatest military challenges since the group proclaimed a
caliphate following the seizure of Mosul and much of western Iran and eastern Syria last
summer.

According to an intelligence brief from The Soufan Group, ISIS is experiencing losses around its
"capital" of Raqqa, representing both an operational and symbolic setback for he group.

Although ISIS has continued to expand and hold onto territory in Iraq, the militants have come
under increasing pressure in Syria.

ISIS has lost territory in a number of key battles. Most notably, Kurdish YPG forces have dealt
ISIS defeats at the towns of Tal Abyad and Ayn Issa.

ISIS once hoped to cut off major Syrian Kurdish regions from one another by holding these
towns near the Turkish border. Now, the Kurds have foreclosed on that strategy, beating back
the jihadists' momentum and even moving into some of ISIS's most important territory.
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Institute For The Study Of War

"With the most recent YPG moves against the town of Ayn Issa, the Islamic State is facing
perhaps its most serious symbolic and meaningful threat since it declared itself a caliphate
almost one year ago," The Soufan Group notes. "Its capital, Raqqa, the center of the group’s
authority and image, is under threat." 

By seizing and securing Ayn Issa, the YPG, in conjunction with US-led coalition airstrikes, have
embedded themselves only 31 miles away from ISIS' de facto capital. The YPG also seized the
Syrian military base Liwa-93 from ISIS in the surrounding region. The rapid advance of the
Kurdish forces, which ISIS nearly overwhelmed during a crucial battle in the border city of
Kobane last summer, has dealt a blow to the militant group, which promoted itself through a
doctrine of "remaining and expanding" on multiple simultaneous battlefronts.

Following the YPG's gains, ISIS forces began digging trenches around Raqqa in an attempt to
fortify their capital, Reuters reports. ISIS spokesman Abu Muhammad al-Adnani also addressed
the losses in a Ramadan audio broadcast stating that "God never gave the mujahideen a promise
of victory every time."

Although the Kurds do not have immediate plans to attack ISIS in Raqqa, the seizure of territory
around the city could deal a significant blow to the militant organization. Tal Abyad, located by
the Turkish border, functioned as a key smuggling point through which fighters and supplies
could reach the jihadists. 

With its opponents taking control of the territory north of Raqqa, ISIS could experience
significant logistical disruptions — and face the crisis of enemy forces advancing closer to the
heart of the group's power. 

Speaking to The Wall Street Journal, Edgar Vasquez, a spokesperson for the US State
Department’s Near Eastern Affairs Bureau, said that "should anti-ISIL forces continue to hold
the city, there is the potential for a significant disruption of ISIL’s flow of foreign fighters, illicit
goods, and other illegal activity from Turkey into northern Syria and Iraq."

NOW WATCH: Take a tour of the $367 million jet that will soon be
called Air Force One

* Copyright © 2015 Business Insider Inc. All rights reserved.
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The secret world of Isis brides: 'U dnt hav 2
pay 4 ANYTHING if u r wife of a martyr'
What draws western women to Islamic State’s violent jihad? Nabeelah Jaffer spent months talking
to British and American ‘sisters’, before and after they travelled to Syria. How were they convinced
by promises of a ‘perfect’ society and life as a martyr’s widow?

Nabeelah Jaffer

Wednesday 24 June 2015 16.59 BST

K aren sat in a hotel room in Istanbul, grappling with a difficult decision. She had
spent about $3,500 (£2,220) on the round trip to Turkey from her home in the US
but, when she had bought the ticket, she had had no intention of flying home. The

return bookings were for appearance’s sake. Her SMS mailbox was filled with promises
for the future: messages from an Islamic State fighter who had promised to marry her.
But as she sat in that Istanbul hotel room, something didn’t feel quite right.

Her prospective groom’s insistence on absolute secrecy had not seemed strange at first.
Karen had met him through the swarm of Isis-friendly social media. They started by
chatting on Twitter and Ask.fm, then moved to encrypted messaging apps such as Kik,
Surespot and Telegram. Paranoia runs through most of the online interactions – no one’s
identity is clear, and anyone could be bluffing. But the hint of danger was part of the
glamour and Karen thought she was being careful. She was in her late teens and had
recently graduated from high school, where she had been a lonely girl interested in Star
Trek and computer programming.

She converted to Islam less than a year before her journey, after watching the news and
deciding to learn more about the religion. She had been inspired by Isis’s apparent
authenticity – they were as far removed from the west as it seemed possible to be. Her
Christian parents worried whether she would be safe walking down the street wearing a
hijab. She kept her real plans well hidden from them. Online, she disguised her identity
by using a kunya – a traditional Arab title. Karen had created several of these, but mostly
she went by Umm Khalid – “mother of Khalid”. The name derived from Khalid bin Walid,
a military commander known as the “Sword of God” in the early days of Islam. Umm
Khalid was also the name of a Palestinian village that was evacuated in 1948 and
swallowed up by the Israeli city of Netanya. The name has its roots in violence inflicted
and violence suffered.

When she met the Isis fighter Abu Muhammad online [not his real name; all names in this
article have been changed], she took the chance to bring her new identity to life.

As she planned her trip, she asked him to put her in touch with some of the women who
had already joined Isis from the west. She wanted to know that she could trust him. He
promised that he would, but made an excuse the next time she asked, and the time after

http://www.theguardian.com/world/isis
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that. This made her uneasy, but so did the prospect of delaying the trip.

All the other Isis supporters she had met online said that it would only become more
difficult and dangerous to get to Syria as time passed. Things weren’t easy at home: her
parents “had a fit” when she tried to wear a niqab. And so she boarded the plane to
Istanbul, hoping for the best.

Later, Karen did not like to talk about all the promises Abu Muhammad had made to her:
it was embarrassing to think about how naive she had been. He had told her to board the
bus from Istanbul to Urfa and make the 18-hour journey alone, as many others before
her had done. At the other end he, or one of his friends, would be waiting to hear from
her. They would come at once, and would help her to cross into Isis territory
immediately. But to her, the plan seemed risky and rushed. He had told her so little.
Things came to a head on the final day, when the tone of his texts became more sexual.
When she confronted him, he argued that there was nothing wrong with doing, as she
later called it, “things”. They were, he pointed out, just 24 hours from being married.

This was not, to Karen’s mind, how pious and devoted jihadis were supposed to behave.
Unlike some girls, who flirted with fighters online, she never obsessed about true love.
Marriage was a practical consideration – a means to a life with Isis. But she would talk,
from time to time, about wanting to be a good wife to a good husband – one who
behaved like a perfect Muslim. Sexting was not part of the picture.

I later contacted Karen in private on encrypted apps, and eventually she opened up. She
had flown home to the US after two days in Turkey (“with great photos of Istanbul”, she
added, “lol.”). One final piece of information had clinched her decision to call off the Isis
marriage. She had heard about a woman similar to herself being kidnapped in Urfa by the
PKK, the Kurdish nationalist group, then arrested. The PKK is listed as a terrorist
organisation by the US and the EU, but is also at the forefront of the fight against Isis on
the ground. She began to wonder if Abu Muhammad was really who he claimed to be.
“Talking to him, I realised that things weren’t right,” she said. She became convinced
that Abu Muhammad was not from Isis but the PKK. It was by the grace of God, she told
me, that she was still alive and free.

She had broken no laws, and no longer intended to do so. Others in Isis have since
offered to help her to come over, but she trusted no one enough to take the risk. She
issued some sharp advice. “Brothers lie to get a wife.”

Like the three schoolgirls from Bethnal Green, Karen was from a lower-middle-class
background and had a decent education. Almost all the women I came across looked and
sounded not unlike myself at 16. They were conservative Muslim girls, whether they
were recent converts or the daughters of Muslims, who took their faith seriously.
Although their interpretation of Islam rarely agreed with mine, the women I spoke to
were driven in part by religious ideals. But few of these women were willing to engage
thoughtfully with a variety of Islamic religious texts, traditions and interpretations. They
hated disorder and ambiguity; the clear-cut doctrines issued by jihadist ideologues
appealed to their political sensibilities. Opposing the west was their measure of religious
authenticity.

‘It’s time for action’
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“The sickest thing I’ve ever done in my life is cross that Turkish border,” said Umm Umar
on Twitter. She was using “sick” to mean “good”. “I’ll never forget that night.”

She was already in Syria and was the widow of an Isis fighter. In our private
conversations, she tried to influence me with her single-minded energy. “It’s time for
action,” she wrote. “Your Eemān [faith] will get sooo high during the border crossing,”
she promised. “Big adrenaline rush.” After some thought, she added: “It’s sinful for u to
be staying in UK whilst there is a khilāfah [a caliphate].”

Umm Umar was just 16 when we started talking. She was born in Britain but her parents
were Bangladeshi. She walked out of her parents’ home in the middle of the night,
leaving a letter on her bed explaining her actions. She seemed pleased to be able to share
her experiences.

“Creep out,” she told me. “If u can take out a student loan pls do so.” What about our
religious duty to repay loans? “No,” she said, without missing a beat. “The kuffar [non-
Muslim] wealth is halāl [permitted] for us.”

Umm Umar did not enjoy her childhood in Britain. “Man I hated UK so much,” she told
me the first time we spoke. She grew up in a part of the country where there were few
migrants, and even fewer Muslims. Other kids often beat her up at school when she was
small, she said, and spat at her on the bus when she was older. She was desperately
lonely and alienated.

Her strongest bond was with her mother. “Give my mother happiness,” read a prayer she
retweeted. “If sadness still lingers in her eyes, give her whatever happiness is left of
mine.” But Umm Umar’s sentimentality was shadowed by a violent streak. When I asked
her about hurting her parents, she reassured me that it was “halāl”. “I did it and I’m sure
everyone else did it,” she wrote. “Right now we are in a state of war.”

Like most of the girls I spoke to, Umm Umar’s marriage to an Isis fighter in Syria had
largely been a pragmatic affair. “Life without a mahram [close male relative] here can get
quite difficult,” she told me. She had been matched with a fighter who was British
Bangladeshi, just like her. His family were even from the same village in Bangladesh, she
told me, relishing the coincidence of fate that had brought them together. He had been
“so so sweet and caring”, but had been killed just a couple of months earlier. She was
now the wife of a shaheed [martyr] and was being honoured. She seemed proud of her
husband’s success, and never spoke a word of grief or sadness. Another western woman
in Syria I spoke to – Umm Zahra – was almost envious when she discussed Umm Umar’s
status. “U dnt hav 2 pay 4 ANYTHING if u r wife of a shaheed,” she told me. But she was
careful not to seem discontented. All women, she promised me, were looked after. “U
will still get money each month.”

Umm Umar had travelled to Syria because she wanted to join a perfect Islamic state. Like
the other women, she painted a picture of an Islamic utopia. This was for the sake of
propaganda and, I suspected, to reassure themselves that they had made the right
decision in going over. To all these women, Isis was simply dawla [state], as if no other
country existed or mattered. “U can come here and study btw,” Umm Umar wrote to me
once. “Study fiqh [Islamic legal interpretations], hadeeth [sayings of the Prophet],
medicine, etc.”
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I once asked Umm Umar about al-Khansaa – the rumoured women’s brigade that
enforces Isis’s harsh interpretation of sharia law on the women living there. “Yes u can
do hisbah [join the religious police],” she said. “But if ur married your husband will want
u to stay at home lol.” She added: “lots of ajar [reward for good deeds].” She had taken
part in the hisbah patrols after being married, while her husband was away fighting.
After he was killed, she had entered the traditional three-month mourning period. She
had just a few days remaining when we last spoke, and planned to “resume my job
inshaAllāh [God willing]” at the end of it. I asked her, that last time, if she had a happier
life in Syria than she had in the UK. “Yep I do,” she answered, adding a smiley face.

Karen, the American, also reflected from time to time about a “perfect” Islamic state –
although she had become more jaded since her decision to return to the US. “I’m an 18-
year-old cynic who still dreams of an Islamic utopia,” she wrote once, “which won’t ever
exist on this planet.”

She argued that no “government with humans in charge” could ever avoid corruption
and “truly implement shari’ah”. Karen’s newfound cynicism was rare among the women
I talked to, most of whom really believed that they were going to help create an Islamic
utopia. “Shariah is a perfect system who protects all,” wrote one female supporter on
Twitter, “not just about cutting hands and stoning fornicators … like Saudi.”

Dr Katherine Brown of King’s College London compares the women who have travelled
to Syria to join Isis to “individuals who went out to join the Soviet Union in the 1950s
and 60s, who weren’t looking to fight, but were looking to become new citizens of the
Soviet state. What’s interesting is that they believe it’s possible … Islamic State is saying:
‘You can have this perfect world – you just need to try a little bit harder.’” There is a
totalitarian impulse behind this. By joining the state, these women think they will
become, in Brown’s words, “perfect people”.

Melanie Smith of the Institute for Strategic Dialogue calls the “caliphate utopian ideal”
one of the common “key pull factors” that draw women over.

They imagine a world in which there is little poverty and inequality, governed with
perfect fairness under clear-cut, divine laws that work to the advantage of all. It is a
vision that makes no allowances for the ambiguity and variety of traditional Islamic legal
interpretations, or for the disorder of real life.

But there are also “push factors”, says Smith, that drive women away from their homes
in the west: often loneliness and alienation. Isis propaganda is designed to appeal to
people who feel like outsiders in their own homes. “Islam began as something strange
and it will revert to being strange,” reads a hadith [teaching] that is popular among Isis
supporters online, “so give glad tidings to the strangers.”

‘I miss my mum’
Umm Abbas came to my attention when she retweeted some popular advice: “Feeling
alone and alienated? Stop sinning.” When I asked her how she had found life in the UK,
her answer was terse: “Stress depression”. She was a British woman in her 20s with
Pakistani parents.

Where Umm Umar was open and easy to talk to, Umm Abbas was brisk and wary. On
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Twitter, she talked enthusiastically about her journey to Isis. “The most amazing …
experience of my life,” she wrote, “was crossing with a family of over 10 members who
had a newborn baby with them! :)”

Like Umm Umar, Umm Abbas was relentlessly positive about life with Isis. I asked her
what happened to girls who found themselves with abusive husbands: “Dawla has the
best of men,” she promised, “and the shariah court here protects you from all types of
violence.” There was a process, she and Umm Umar explained, for unmarried women to
be matched with a husband.

After being placed in a maqar [a shared house for “sisters”], a woman writes down what
sort of “brother” she wants to marry. The emir of the area matches her with someone
and sets up a brief meeting, after which, if both parties are agreeable, the marriage
quickly takes place. “They will still contact ur dad,” Umm Abbas told me. But if the
woman’s father refused, the emir would go ahead and marry them anyway.

Chinks of unhappiness sometimes appeared. Umm Abbas’s marriage was much more
difficult than Umm Umar’s had been. “Life throws all types of trials,” she wrote to me.
“The biggest is listening n obeying to your husband.”

She wouldn’t say anything more except that her marriage was “sometimes tough”. She
saw this as a test, requiring sabr [patience] on her part.

She wasn’t alone in her unhappiness. Umm Umar would occasionally issue quiet pleas
for comfort and reassurance. “I miss my mum …” she tweeted once. Umm Zahra shared
her jealousy of a possible co-wife, and even of hooris [the famous “72 virgins” that
martyrs are said, in jihadist propaganda, to receive in heaven]. I pointed out that the
Qur’an does not actually specify the gender of hooris or of those who receive them, nor
restrict them to martyrs. She stopped answering my messages.

Complaints about difficulties in daily life were often couched in positivity. “Candlelight
dinner with the akhawāt [sisters],” tweeted Umm Umar, “#CozTheElectricityWent
#ItsAllPartOfTheStruggle.” Sometimes complaints were hidden in advice. “No good
makeup,” Umm Abbas told me, “n clothes too. I brought 2 suitcases.” A recent issue of
Dabiq, the Isis magazine, addressed itself specifically to the concerns of western women
within Isis. The article urged those who had lost their husbands to “be patient”, and to
“be wary of thinking of going back”. Dawla is not without its doubters, and utopian
dreams are not easy to sustain, but few will be able to return home any time soon.
“People risk their lives to bring you in,” Karen said to me once. She was still suffering
from guilt at being a “coward” for not going through with her journey to Syria. But she
knew that, once there, no Isis fighter would risk his life to get her out again.

‘Do we not have the right to defend ourselves?’
For each of the estimated more than 500 western women who have travelled to Syria to
join Isis, there are more sitting at their computers at home, voicing their support online.
Most won’t make the journey, but they will go about their lives with the quiet fantasy of
one day being citizens of dawla.

There is a code that Isis supporters use to communicate online. Going to Syria is “taking
a holiday”; “green birds” and “dusty feet” are references to hadiths about martyrs. A

http://www.strategicdialogue.org/ISDJ2969_Becoming_Mulan_01.15_WEB.PDF
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single finger pointing upwards represents the Isis brand of monotheism and a
commitment to death and victory. But Umm Kulthum disapproved of all this. “We’ve
turned [jihad] into a kind of fad,” complained a post she shared on Tumblr, warning
against “trivilising” violent jihad. “We hold up our index fingers … like we’re all part of
some über-cool club.” She had other things in common with the various women I spoke
to. Many spoke of being constrained by everyday life, and of longing to be part of
something bigger. “You can’t just live life waiting for the next weekend to come,” Umm
Kulthum wrote once. “Your aspiration should be greater than that.” She shared one
important trait with the bulk of online Isis supporters: a belief that a global war between
“true Islam” and “the kuffar” was taking place, and that Muslims had to choose a side.

Umm Kulthum knew that Isis was associated with brutality. Some of the women I spoke
to argued that the violence was exaggerated by the western media. Others defended it by
arguing that the kuffar did worse, while a few, including Umm Kulthum, actively
relished it. She shared pictures of Isis fighters with guns. In private, she was remarkably
sweet and tender. She called me her “beloved sister”.

She was Libyan but had spent much of her life in England, and received her secondary
education in a state school. She had been lonely there, and spent some time on
antidepressants. By the time we spoke, she was back in Libya with her parents and
siblings, hoping to have the chance to travel to Syria herself. But Britain still loomed
large in her mind. It was there that she had been converted from the “jaahiliyyah”
[ignorance] that she saw in her Muslim parents to “true Islam”.

Umm Kulthum was fixated on stories of Muslim oppression. Her social media accounts
were a montage of Muslim suffering – Syrian children killed by Bashar al-Assad;
Palestinian youths burned alive by Israelis. For Umm Kulthum, this justified almost any
brutality in return. She felt all Muslims had a duty to “protect their siblings in Islam”; she
was convinced that only violent jihadists took this seriously. “Jihad is our right even as
just human beings, not Muslims,” she said once. “Do we not have the right to defend
ourselves?” For all her hostility to the west, her western education had helped to shape
her. Like the other women, she used the language of “human rights” and “girl power”.
She shared stories of women in niqabs, with weapons, charging into battle.

Special contempt was reserved for Muslims who she thought were colluding with the
west by failing to support violent jihad. Such people are known in Isis circles as
“coconuts” – brown on the outside, white on the inside. The word has its roots in the
anti-colonial movements of the 20th century. When I mentioned I had non-Muslim
friends, Umm Kulthum was stern. “Habibti,” she wrote, “do not take kafir as your
friend.” Umm Umar was pitying: “U have to understand that these kuffar are our
enemies,” she wrote to me. “And they will never stop fighting us until we follow their …
way.” Others were harsher. After the shootings of three Muslim students in Chapel Hill,
North Carolina, Umm Abbas retweeted: “and muslims think that the west cares about
them. you are a joke by Allah.”

For these women, there is no room for an ambiguous multicultural identity. No Muslim,
a recent issue of Dabiq argued, has “any excuse to be independent” of Isis, which is
waging “war on their behalf”. All Muslims in the west must make their choice to either
live as “inauthentic” coconuts or to redeem themselves in death.
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‘You’re a muslim and love democracy???’
Theological ambiguity was also difficult for these women. They believed that Islam was
defined more by opposition to today’s western world than by any religious ideal. After
the Chapel Hill shootings, one female Isis supporter argued that candlelight vigils for the
victims were un-Islamic because they involved “imitating the kuffar”. All believed that
“pure Islam” lay in whatever was as anti-western as possible.

Umm Kulthum presented democracy as the binary opposite of a utopian caliphate. “The
law of Allāh should not be voted over,” she said, quoting Anwar al-Awlaki, the jihadist
propagandist who was killed in 2011. I tried, occasionally, to argue that there are many
different interpretations of sharia law, and that Islam has contained some democratic
ideas – the first four Sunni caliphs did not inherit their positions, and the idea of
community consensus in legal interpretation has a long tradition. The response was
usually confused or hostile. “You’re a muslim and love democracy???” one of Karen’s
online friends said, “hmm.”

What troubled me most was not that these women didn’t agree with my interpretation
of Islam. It was that none of them seemed willing to form independent religious
opinions at all. Brown of King’s College pointed out that few of the women seemed
“empowered to find faith on their own terms”. When I asked each of the women about
their beliefs, they told me to read Anwar al-Awlaki, or to watch popular jihadist
ideologues on YouTube. Whenever I tried to ask Karen why, on religious grounds, she
supported Isis’s interpretation of sharia law, she avoided answering the question. She
was busy, or had a headache. “It hurts to think right now so I won’t,” she wrote.

Each of these women struggled with ambiguity or disorder – in theology, in identity and
in life. Each was convinced that there could be only one valid interpretation of Islam and
of sharia law, and that it lay in whatever appeared to be as anti-western as possible. To
find it, they had to erase their western identities. Joining Isis offered them an
opportunity to do so.

‘We don’t fit in here or there’
For some women, erasing the western part of them was a struggle. Converts “have
different battles to born Muslims”, Umm Raeesa said once. “Muslims thinking u r a fake
Muslim.” She was one of Karen’s closest online friends. They had bonded over their
shared difficulties: both women had been accused by other online Isis supporters of
being spies. Their only recourse was to emphasise their religiosity on social media.

Umm Raeesa was vicious towards critics of Isis, affectionate towards her online friends
and professional in her daily life. She was 25 and worked in finance in Australia. She had
converted to Islam two years earlier, but she wore just a headscarf and left her face
uncovered. “I’d prefer to wear niqab at work,” she told me once, “but would have zero
chance of a job lol.” She had been raised a Catholic, but didn’t connect with the faith.
She supported Isis vehemently online, but had no imminent plans to make the journey.
“This area is unstable,” she told me. “I think it needs to settle down.” For the time being,
she was content to fight for Isis online without having to give up her life in Australia.

More than anything else, Umm Raeesa craved human connection. She had a deep
yearning to belong. I woke up to fresh messages from her almost every morning.
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“Asalaam Alaikum dear sister,” she always wrote. “How r u?” Sometimes she wanted to
talk about Isis or about Islamophobia; sometimes she just wanted to chat about her day
or to ask me about mine. Many of the women I contacted sought affection and praise in
the arms of the Isis sisterhood.

Smith and Brown describe this as another “pull factor” that can draw women away from
their homes and towards a greater sense of belonging. To Umm Kulthum, I was always
“habibti”. Karen often tweeted about the “baqiyah sisterhood”: “Muslimah’s of the
Ummah make sure you got each other’s backs!”

All these women knew what to expect of life under Isis. They warned me that their days
would revolve around being a wife and a mother, and would be spent largely indoors.
One of Karen’s online friends was once asked, on Twitter, why she didn’t just go back to
her home country if she didn’t like the west. “We don’t fit in here nor there lol,” she
replied. When I last spoke to Karen, she had decided to remain at home, in the US, for
the time being. But she worries that she is being a “coward”, and still considers a
possible future with Isis. “Sometimes I wish I could just leave this place,” she tweeted
once. She still might.

All names have been changed
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These cartoons contribute to a climate of
fear in which Muslims are seen as a
threat

If you find yourself driving through St.
Louis or rural Arkansas in the coming
weeks, you may come across billboards
depicting Islam’s prophet Muhammad.
The American Freedom Defense Initiative
(AFDI), the group led by Pamela Geller
and Robert Spencer that organized last
month’s Draw Muhammad event in Garland, Texas, is promoting ads featuring the
contest’s winning cartoon: an image of an angry, sword-wielding Muhammad lunging
forward toward the hands of the artist who drew him.

The news coverage of AFDI’s recent effort—as well as others’ plans to disseminate
Muhammad cartoons—has been accompanied by attempts to explain why displaying
these violent drawings is problematic or offensive. Journalists and commentators often
diagnose the problem this way: Many Muslims disapprove of depictions of their prophet,
and thus some may retaliate violently against them. But this characterization ignores the
cartoons’ real implications. Actively spreading these cartoons is offensive because it
contributes to an existing climate of fear in which Muslims are seen as a threat—a
climate that endangers Muslims in the West.

These cartoons play into the worst stereotypes about Muslims. Almost all of the cartoons
displayed at the Garland contest portrayed Muhammad in a negative light, showing the
prophet as violent, backward, sexually perverted, and intolerant of non-Muslims. Out of
dozens of cartoons posted on AFDI’s Facebook page, only three can be interpreted as
neutral.

Like the cartoons, media representations of Muslims tend to be negative. Content
analysis research from MediaTenor, an international media research institute, found that
media coverage of Muslims and Islam is at an all time low. MediaTenor, which has
analyzed more 2 million news stories from 10 outlets in the U.S., the U.K. and Germany
since before 9/11, found that in 2014, 80% of stories about Muslims portrayed them in a
negative light. News media, political discourse, and even entertainment often advance
the same memes found in the AFDI cartoons: Islam is more likely to inspire people to
violence; Muslim men are barbaric; Muslim women are oppressed; and Islamic culture is
antithetical to progress or diversity.

This monolithic, negative portrayal provides a skewed image of Islam and Muslims. It
excludes the manifestations of Islam as it’s lived by ordinary Muslims, and doesn’t reflect
how Muslims view their religion and their prophet—as promoters of justice and peace. It
also ignores the fact that the number of attacks committed by Muslims in Western
societies is quite low. In the last five years, only 2% of all terrorist attacks in Europe have
been “religiously motivated.” Muslims have carried out only 6% of terrorist attacks on
U.S. soil since 1980.

Brendan McDermid—Reuters
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Though attacks against Muslims in the West receive little coverage, they have been far
more widespread. Since December 2014, at least five Muslims in the U.S. and Canada
have been killed—including three young family members in Chapel Hill, North Carolina,
in April—in attacks that many believe were motivated by Islamophobic bias. Across the
U.S., police are investigating other murders of Muslims, verbal threats, physical attacks,
and mosque vandalisms that have occurred in recent months. Muslim civil rights
organizations have also noticed a considerable uptick in attacks against Muslims since
the rise of ISIS.

Islamophobic incidents in Europe have also risen. From mid-2012 to mid-2014, anti-
Muslim attacks increased considerably in London, according to the U.K.-based
monitoring organization, TellMAMA. A recent study from Teesside University found that
spikes occurred in the wake of “jihadi” attacks in Paris, Sydney, and Copenhagen. Anti-
Muslim incidents in France also increased steadily from 2005 to 2013. In the two days
after the Charlie Hebdo attack in January, TellMAMA counted 15 major attacks against
Muslims or Muslim institutions in France.

Muslims make up a minority religious community that is constantly demonized in the
media and political discourse in the West. In this climate, ordinary people—who perhaps
have never met a Muslim—have been responding to the depiction they’ve been fed for
decades: that Muslims and their religion are a threat to the well-being of Western
society. That’s what Jon Ritzheimer did when he organized the anti-Islam rally last
month outside a mosque in Phoenix, Arizona, which was attended by protestors armed
with military-grade weapons. And it’s what Jerry DeLemus and Dean Remington are
doing with their respective plans to organize a Geller-inspired Muhammad cartoon
contest in New Hampshire and an anti-Islam rally in Tucson.

But these threats are only perceptions—misperceptions—grounded not in facts or
personal experience but in propagandistic portrayals. AFDI’s Muhammad ads make
Muslims, the demonized group, actually look like the demonizer. The group’s latest
campaigns contribute to these misperceptions and the more general climate in which
Muslims are depicted as an existential threat and therefore treated as such.

During a period when anti-Muslim attacks are already high, these ads make Muslims feel
less safe, and they’re right to be upset about the promotion of these cartoons. In fact, we
should all take offense to their dissemination. In diverse, pluralistic societies, Muslims
and non-Muslims alike should not stand by as an entire religious group is made to look
like the enemy.
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Does Israel have a moral obligation to defend Syrian Druze?
Author: Mazal Mualem Posted June 24, 2015

From his home in Beit Jann in the hills of the Upper Galilee, former Deputy Foreign Minister Majallie
Whbee, an Israeli Druze, is keeping close tabs on the fighting taking place in the Druze villages of
Syria. He's worried. Like so many members of Israel’s Druze community, he has relatives across the
border there, and they are facing real danger. According to all reports, the Jabal al-Druze region in
general and the town of Suwayda in particular are surrounded by fighters from the Islamic State and
Jabhat al-Nusra.

As if that was not enough, it seems that within Israel itself, things are starting to spiral out of control.
An ambulance carrying wounded Syrian rebels to Israeli hospitals came under attack by Druze
residents of the Golan Heights on June 22. The incident ended with the death of one of the wounded
Syrians. The reason for the lynching was the rage that local Druze feel about the humanitarian aid that
Israel is providing to wounded Jabhat al-Nusra fighters, who are attacking their brothers in Syria.

Whbee, a lieutenant colonel in the reserves, is trying to be a voice of moderation as his community
begins to express its outrage. He hopes that the lynching of the wounded fighters in the ambulance
remains an exception and outlier. Meanwhile, he's putting everything he has into the struggle to
increase awareness in Israel and around the world about the risk of a massacre occurring in the Druze
villages of Syria. To do this, he is using his close ties with the highest echelons of Israel’s political
leadership and the close ties he has fostered with regional leaders in his capacity as the European
Parliament’s wandering ambassador to the Mediterranean states.

In an interview with Al-Monitor, Whbee said that he recently sent a message to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and other senior figures in Israel, on behalf of the community in Israel, saying
that they must act to help the Syrian Druze. In that message he made it quite clear that the Druze in
Israel will not stand by quietly if the worst possible scenario occurs, and the rebel forces attempt to
slaughter the Druze community in Syria. “We’re all losing sleep over it,” he emphasized. He also
added that according to his knowledge, the rumors concerning Israel's alleged assistance to Jabhat al-
Nusra are lies, and part of a disinformation campaign by elements with ulterior motives.

Al-Monitor:  What impact will the incident with the ambulance have on the already tense relationship
between the Israeli Druze and the government?

Whbee:  I see it as another violent incident, but not necessarily a turning point. Everyone here
condemned the incident, including the leaders of the Druze community. That’s important. It is also
important to understand the background of the attack on the ambulance. I believe that the people
behind it were Druze with some ties or other to the Syrian government. They get their orders from
Syria, as part of the regime’s efforts to show control. I am in daily contact with the Druze in Syria,
and sometimes even hourly contact. From what I understand, this was an attempt to show a wave of
Druze support, to show that the Syrian government is intervening. In any event, in my estimation,
there are very few Israeli Druze left, who still support [Syrian President Bashar al-] Assad.

Al-Monitor:  How should Israel react to incidents like that?

Whbee:  Certainly not with clemency. We are a state that abides by the rule of law. We must deal
with every rioter. The prime minister did the right thing by reacting so sharply to the incident. He was
establishing boundaries, which must not be crossed.
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Al-Monitor:  How do you feel about the coverage of Israeli media of the incident?

Whbee:  What bothers me mostly is the lack of understanding shown by Israel to the issue in general
— and more specifically by Israeli officials, who allowed reporters to go to the hospitals to interview
the wounded Syrians that the country is helping for humanitarian reasons. The story got picked up by
all the major media outlets, including Channel 2, which aired a report in which one of the wounded
fighters described how he killed Druze. Why did they have to disclose all that? After all, Israel has
been doing it for four years now, without any publicity. The result was that the Druze were outraged
that Israel is helping the very people who are slaughtering their brothers and sisters. It created a lot of
unnecessary tension, which was one of the factors that led to the lynching of the passengers in the
ambulance. The media acted irresponsibly, and that incited the incident with the ambulance. Israel
should offer humanitarian aid, but it must keep it low key. Someone forgot that the Druze here have
relatives in Syria, and that they are constantly updated about the situation through the social networks.
They hear about villages that are surrounded, and they are afraid of another massacre occurring, just
like there was in Iraq.

Al-Monitor:  What do you hear about the battles unfolding in Syria, in the areas where the Druze
community lives?

Whbee:  An invasion by the Islamic State and Jabhat al-Nusra seems to be now a real threat.
Unfortunately, it is only now that Israel is beginning to understand how dangerous it is for the Islamic
State to spread in the region. As I see it, Israel’s leadership took time to wake up to the threat. At first,
they were excited to see the Assad regime collapsing. They didn’t realize what would come to replace
it. It is clear to me that Israel is the next target after Syria. Given that, what happened to the Yazidis
and the Christians must not be allowed to happen to the Druze. Some people claim that the civil war
in Syria will last years. In that case, Israel must take a deep breath and have its forces on the alert. If
Bashar al-Assad falls in the near future, the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] must be ready for much more
extensive defensive measures along the border.

Al-Monitor:  What is now the situation of your Druze family members in Syria, how do they feel?

Whbee:  They have managed to defend themselves so far. They know how to defend themselves and
have prevented an invasion of Jabal al-Druze. They are very brave and highly trained soldiers, and the
population is managing to hold on. I have cousins there, and the situation is hardly pleasant. I am in
contact with them, and I am worried, because I know what the Islamic State and Jabhat al-Nusra are
capable of doing. Of course I will not stand idly by if something does happen, and it is not just me
either. There are thousands of IDF officers with relatives there. For now, I won’t say what we are
capable of doing, but I want it to be perfectly clear. We have ways of acting on our own as well.

Al-Monitor:  How do you think Israel should react?

Whbee:  I am not getting into that right now. It is clear to me that we cannot sit idly by. There are
plenty of ways to help now. The State of Israel knows how to help Jews in trouble in every country in
the world, no matter how remote, and I expect it to do the same for us. We are citizens of this country.
We serve it and fight for it. If our Druze brothers and sisters are being threatened with a massacre, it is
a moral responsibility to help them. I have relayed that message to everyone I could.

Al-Monitor:  Do you think that your call to action was heard in Israel and elsewhere?

Whbee:  Our demonstrations in the Golan Heights reverberated around the world. Everyone has now
heard about the threat of a massacre, and that is important, since it ensures that the international
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community will not fall asleep on its watch. As far as the government of Israel is concerned, I did not
ask the IDF to enter Syria. At the same time, I want to make it clear that Israel, along with the United
States and the Western nations, must act if the situation deteriorates. The State of Israel has enough
power of deterrence even without entering Syria. I am talking to whomever I have to, and it even
reaches up to the prime minister. I feel that this is a state of emergency, and I must not be complacent.
Under no circumstances will there be an attempt to exterminate our people, without our taking a stand.

Read More: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/israel-druze-syria-isis-jabhat-al-
nusra-intervention.html
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 CONFLICT

US missile deployment makes Poland and Romania
'targets', says Russia
By Damien Sharkov 6/24/15 at 5:49 PM

Poland and Romania have turned themselves into Russian targets in a potential conflict,
by accepting Nato missile defence systems on their territory, according to Russia's state
defence council.

Both Nato allied states are part of the ongoing eastern reinforcement strategy which will
vastly improve the capabilities of former Soviet countries to resist Russian aggression
like that seen in Ukraine. The reinforcement strategy will see a redeployment of Nato
heavy weapons which will be stored in Eastern Europe and the construction of rapid
response centres in six states to alert the alliance for any potential threats early.

Russia regards the buildup of Nato military equipment and installations, particularly
from the US, as aggressive behaviour on its doorstep and and now the deputy head of the
Russian Security Council Yevgeny Lukyanov has said that in taking on US missiles,
Poland and Romania "automatically become [Russia's] targets".

Earlier this month Polish defence minister Tomasz Siemoniak said work was underway
to build a Nato missile defence base near the Polish town of Redzikowo while Romania
has officially inaugurated a Nato missile base near the town of Deveselu, due to become
operational this fall.

"Redeployment of missile elements whose launch direction is effectively aimed at our
strategic nuclear forces  that is a problem for them," Lukyanov told Russian news
agency Interfax. "If they like being targets because of the US rearmament system, that is
their choice."

"Whether they understand this position, [or] find it acceptable, whether it is the basis of
their commitment in the alliance, I cannot comment," Lukyanov said.

Russia's security council is the official government advisory body on matters of national
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defence, chaired by Russian President Vladimir Putin, and whose members include the
minister of defence, speaker of the parliament, prime minister and other defence
officials.

Commenting on the general trend of Nato reinforcement near Russia, Lukyanov claimed
that it was as a result of "unhealthy excitement" as opposed to constituting a real threat
to Russia.

In response to the official's words, the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided a
translation of Romanian prime minister Victor Ponta's immediate response on Twitter.

"Romania cannot be intimidated by threats! The Missile Defense System is fundamental
for the national and regional security," Ponta wrote.

Meanwhile a spokesperson for Poland's Ministry of National Defence refused to
speculate on hypothetical scenarios as posed by Lukyanov, highlighting that "the
Ministry of National Defence refers to the facts".

"Poland, as a full scale Nato member, belongs to the broader allied security system," the
spokesperson said. "Taking into consideration the security situation of our country, we
carefully observe [the] political and military situation in the region as well as monitor
and evaluate potential threats."
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Nato to review nuclear weapon policy as
attitude to Russia hardens
Alliance to discuss military exercises and missile guidelines in development harking back to
Washington v Moscow rhetoric during cold war

Ewen MacAskill in Brussels

Wednesday 24 June 2015 22.00 BST

Nato, in an echo of the cold war, is preparing to re-evaluate its nuclear weapons strategy
in response to growing tension with Russia over Ukraine, sources at the organisation
have said.

Updating Nato’s nuclear policy would amount to an escalation in tit-for-tat exchanges
with Russia since the Ukraine crisis erupted last year. Expressing concern over President
Vladimir Putin’s announcement last week that Russia was to buy 40 new
intercontinental ballistic missiles, Nato officials also said there was alarm over Russian
rhetoric on nuclear weapons and the extent to which such weapons are involved in
military exercises.

A Nato diplomat said: “There is very real concern about the way in which Russia publicly
bandies around nuclear stuff. So there are quite a lot of deliberations in the alliance
about nuclear [weapons], but it is being done very slowly and deliberately. We need to
do due diligence on where we are.”

The issue is being discussed on the margins of a two-day Nato ministerial meeting that
began in Brussels on Wednesday. But the US is keen to get the issue on the table and a
meeting of Nato’s ministerial nuclear planning group is likely to be held later this year –
earlier than planned – to discuss refreshing the nuclear doctrine.

Among potential topics is an enhanced role for nuclear weapons in Nato military
exercises. Also up for discussion would be how to better interpret Russian warnings
about nuclear weapons: whether they should be taken seriously or whether these
amount to no more than rhetoric.

Speaking on the sidelines of the summit, British defence secretary Michael Fallon said
Russia’s “nuclear messaging is not helpful”. He added: “It is important we understand
its implications for the alliance”.

Since the peak of the cold war, the US and Russia have slashed their nuclear arsenals but
Russia still has an estimated 1,582 strategic warheads deployed on 515 missiles and
bombers, while the US has 1,597 deployed on 785. There is no suggestion at Nato
headquarters of a return to the days of nuclear arms races and the doctrine of mutually
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assured destruction, and the US has specifically ruled out returning cruise missiles to
Europe.

But Nato officials, military and diplomats are raising worries that the US-led alliance’s
existing nuclear posture reflects the thinking of a decade ago when Russia was viewed as
a potential partner. That strategy badly needed to be refreshed, they suggested.
Although Nato nuclear exercises are classified, the organisation does, like Russia,
conduct them. The concern at Nato is that the role of nuclear weapons in such exercises
needs to be upgraded to take account of the changed relationship with Moscow.

Nato’s secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, speaking at a press conference on
Wednesday, said the nuclear issue was serious and had to be treated with caution. “The
nuclear activities, the investments of Russia in new nuclear capabilities, and the exercise
activities by Russia in the nuclear domain is part of the global picture where we see a
more assertive Russia.”

The American ambassador to Nato, Douglas Lute, briefing journalists in Brussels on
Tuesday, said: “There is a general assessment under way in Washington and a parallel
assessment here in Nato to look at all the possible implications of what Russia says about
nuclear weapons, its doctrine and so forth, its pronouncements, its rhetoric, and what
we actually see on the ground in terms of development and deployment.” Nato, he
added, had not yet reached any conclusions or decided on “what are the actions that are
implied in our response”.

Putin last week announced plans to purchase 40 intercontinental ballistic missiles and
complained of US acts in eastern Europe as amounting to the most aggressive since the
cold war. Russia argues that the expansion of Nato into eastern Europe and its courting
of Ukraine has been a repeated provocation.

A Nato official said: “Deterrence, based on an appropriate mix of nuclear, conventional
and missile defence capabilities is a core element of our overall strategy. We cannot go
into detail on our nuclear discussions. These are internal, sensitive and classified
matters. What I can say is that Nato continuously assess all aspects of Russia’s military
activities, including Russia’s nuclear rhetoric.”

A second Nato official said: “The Russian leadership is rhetorically lowering the
threshold when it comes to nuclear weapons and this is something which should not be
done. It largely wasn’t done even during the cold war.

“This kind of nuclear threat was something which we found quite surprising, quite
negative and is something we believe should be avoided but we are closely examining it
carefully as part of the overall examination of Russia’s activities in Europe and how we at
least in Nato must unfortunately react.”

Fallon announced on Wednesday evening that the UK is to double its spending on
training Ukrainian troops from £3m to £6m.
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